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“In my head,” Smith explains, “Ares has always :
been a contemporary character. Given the way he and
everyone else speaks, using modern vernacular —
apart from obviously having a sword and having ho
es and things around - I've never really thought of
him as being in any particular time frame. Perhaps, as
I said, that’s just because of the timelessness of his job.

“Also,” he continues, “Tve always felt really
lucky with Ares; I've been able to cover all the genres
with him. I mean, he’s a villain, so there’s that, and
there are episodes where I've played him as a roman-
tic lead opposite Lucy, and I've had times ~ like in Old
Ares Had a Farm — where he’s been the comic relief.
The beauty about Ares is that I've been able to do a
litle bit of everything, and I've been lucky that Pve
got to have a little piece of everyone’s world in this
part. I mean - he’s supposed to be the bad guy! So it’s
interesting that my last ever episode should be a con-
temporary comedy.
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